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Former Living Coasts  
Beacon Quay, Torquay, Devon , TQ1 2BG 

 

Former Wildlife/Tourist Attraction in a World Class Location  

Comprising Outdoor Landscaped Area of Approx: 4,600m 2 (50,000 sq ft)  

Large Restaurant, Retail, Plant Stores & Ancillary  Areas  

Located on the Waterõs Edge, perched above Torquayõs Magnificent Harbour and  Marina  

Scope for an Enormous Range of Possible Future Uses 

Interest Invite d from Serious Potential Occupiers for Proposed Uses/Develop ment  of this Unique Site  by 16 th July 2021  
 

DESCRIPTION 

Living Coasts was a Coastal Zoo and Aviary from 2003 until its closure in 2020.  Living Coasts is b uilt on the former Marine Spa/Coral Island sites , in a 

unique  prime waterfront location , situated on Beacon Quay between Torquayõs outer harbour and Beacon Cove beach. 

 

The site as stands comprises a large landscaped top level outdoor  area of approximately 4,600m 2 (50,000 sq ft) .  Beneath  this is a substantial 

café/bar/restaurant with unrivalled  panoramic sea views and outside trading areas. This trading area is supported  by substantial ôback of houseõ 

kitchens, WCõs, passenger lifts, stores etc.  

 

At ground floor level (Beacon Quay), the site is accessed via a large open tourist attraction entrance  foyer  adjacent to the large former retail unit (for 

Living Coasts ). The remainder of the ground floor is made up of plant, office and ancillary areas.    
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LOCATION 

Living Coasts is situated immediately above Torquayõs famous harbour and 

marina. Access is either via  a  footbridge walkway from the Beacon Terrace 

car park (to higher level) , or directly from Beacon Quay itself .  The prominence 

and elevation of the site allows for 180 ° immediate marine views from a n 

unrivalled position perched above the sea.  

 

Immediately adjacent to the site is the picturesque Beacon Cove beach , 

reputedly a favoured bathing spot for Agatha Christie.  

 

The location allows for the very best of the resort , whilst being particularly  

central to the town, meaning both vehicle and pedestrian access , as well as 

public transport access from bus and railway links further afield , is very 

convenient.  

 

Torquay is the princip al  town of the borough of Torbay, also known as òThe 

English Rivieraó. The area is one of the UKõs premier tourist destinations.  Torquay 

is situated at the heart of the English Riviera within the beautiful Tor  Bay, 

surrounded by scenic countryside and stunning coastline.  

 

The area is well connected , with immediate dual carriageway links to the M5 

and motorway network and also  is directly connected to the main 

Westc ountry rail line.  

 

TENURE 

The property is currently held on a Lease for 125 years from 2003.  

 
 

 

PROPOSAL  

Following the closure of the attraction, Bettesworths are instructed to seek initial 

ôexpressions of interestõ from viable parties for proposed future uses of the site.  

 

Proposals invited to be submitted by 16 th July 2021.  

 

Proposal s will only be conside red when presented in conjunction with evidence of 

substantial and sufficient due diligence as to viability and also with proof of access 

to sustainable funding with which to deliver such uses.  

 

Our clients respectfully request for it to be made clear tha t this is not an invitation 

for suggestions or wishes from members of the general public.  

 

Bettesworthsõ client, The Wild Planet Trust, reserve the right to treat with or decline 

to treat with any interested party at their own behest.  

 

Serious proposals made on a subject to planning basis  will be considered.  

 

Further enquiries should be direct ed  to:  

 

Paul Bettesworth MRICS Matt Bettesworth MRICS 

paul@bettesworths.co.uk   matt@bettesworths.co.uk   

 

SITE VISITS  

Please Note :  Site visits and viewing will only be considered for parties proven to be 

bona fide with a sustainable proposed use that has been previously approved by 

our client.  
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